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have been due to some abnormal activity of the thyroid or
other glands. His early maturity and early death suggest
that the physiological processes of his body worked at an
abnormally high speed. If that is so, his early death was
a natural consequence of his early maturity, and., from the
prospect of science, cannot be reasonably regretted, for his
physiological constitution would have prevented him from
continuing to work in his elder years as he worked in his
earlier years. Though he died at the age of fifty-one he
did not die prematurely; he had merely lived swiftly.
Perhaps his early death is to be ascribed to other causes
which will be discussed later in this chapter. The parallels
of the life of Balzac are interesting. Like Davy, he died
at the age of fifty-one, nervously prostrate. In his early
years he worked with similar extreme intensity, he had the
same passion for glory and for patrician rank. He was
devoted for years to the wife of a Polish count, and had
conventional religious views. His artistic genius impelled
him to create characters whose truth denied the accuracy of
his own opinions, as Davy's scientific genius impelled him
to create the science out of which manufacturers, whom he
held in social contempt, made fortunes. Balzac was
impelled to destroy the aristocracy he admired through the
instrument of realistic literature, and Davy was impelled to
destroy the aristocracy through his development of science
capable of profitable application by another social class.
At the extreme height of his fame Davy lay near death,
Bulletins were issued, similar to those of princes, and his
illness even increased his popularity. Eminent specialists
refused to accept fees for attending him. After nine weeks
he entered convalescence, but he was unable to leave his
bed because he did not possess a sofa. The Royal Institu-
tion bought one for him for three guineas. The cessation
of his lectures reduced the Institution's income from
^4141 in 1807 to ^1560 in 1808. Davy's salary from the
Institution never exceeded £300 per ann. Before his
marriage he showed no interest in the acquisition of wealth.
His brother John resided in the Institution from 1808 to
1811, in the next room to Davy's, and has described the

